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The five year plan running frem 1946 tc.1950 envisaged ambitious ascomplishments,
The laying of 7,230 kilometers ¢f trask was planned which would ralse the total .
Tength of track o 123,000 kilometers, The sonstructioen of 7,585 stesan losomo-
tives and 472,000 freight sars was alsc scheduled. The traneport plans for 1950
called fer 771 million tons of freight and actually was surpassed, an a total of
795 million tene were transported., This made a tetal of 600 billlen ton kilo-
metérs., The average daily load of freight cars for 1950 wes plarmed es
115,000 cars and this was exceeded with a daily average of 118,000 sars.

I den't know of any trend towkrds Diesel or steam leccomotives for the railroads,
but there is & large rumber of both types of losmmotives, In the southel'n areas
where there is & shertege of water and ccal there is a Jarger number of Diesel
losometives: It 1e ny opinion that there will be more ‘electrification of the
rallroad 1lines, The reasons thevefor are malnly in the sonveniance of operation

. and ap inoreassd mergln of profit. The inoreased songtruotion of alee'hr'z.%ggfer

3.

gtaticns substantiate this bellef.

I'm not certain whinh aveas have alectrified rallrcada at thia time, tut T be=.
1ieve that there are sush lipes in MWulnT:zerAL_Mw, Mosoow and lLeningrad.
I know that thare s such a line in Baiu, |there 18

" an elestric rallread from MineralnyeVody to Mesoow, but I am uasertaln how far
“out of the oitles these slectrified lines extend, The electrio rellread from

n

5

Beku runs to Surakhary Sabunshiy. There la also a separate lina for steam lcoo-
motives extendirg intc Baku,

Genarally ths eisotric looomotives are used in trensporting both freight and
possanger train:, In the pasednger tralhs, however, there sre gensrally two
loeomotives, ons pulling and one pushing, whereas in the froight trains they
have only one locomotive pulling the train, :

The general sondition of passenger=tyje rolling stock is poor., There are & lot
of two-axle oara availabls fer short runs and & 1imited numbear of feur=-axle o&rs
for the longer dlatences, Mest of the passenger OATeé are old types and there are
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only a very few comfortable cars. Passenger trains are geherally twelve %o fourteen -
carg in -length and one of these cars, generally number six, is 'a so-called ecmfortable
car, An increased fare is levied on people riding in this car. Often car number seven
is algo a comfortable car, but this car is reserved for military officers end it is
very diffieult to buy a ticket fer 4%, If you have the money for the extra fare on
car number §ix you cern generally get 8 seat in that car,

6. Most of the passenger cars are of & type knéwn as the platskarinyy vagon or a reserved
seat car literally. The seats on this type of car are not reserved, however. This type
of car is fitted out with bench-like seats which are arranged in varieus ways. The
carg are divided intc two or more sections and there are a varying number of seats in
the individual compartments., The four-axle comfortable cars -are about thirteen meters
long and have eight sections which seat eight tc ten people per seection. The benches
may be ticketed ams seats for two or three pecple or the places may be sold as sleeping
benches. In & four-axle car with three compartments there are about forty sieeping
accomedations. Twc-axle cars generally de nct have any sections or divisiens,

74 The bearings frequently burn out on these plaiskerinyy-type cars and are the chief
cause for them being put out of operatien.

8, There is another type of car whish 1s used fer transporting priseoners and it is called
an arrestanskiy vagon., There 1s usually a% least one of these sars on every train, 4s
far as I know it is not used feor transperting any one type of prisoner.

9 Siric:e the end of World War 1I a two-year prison sentense has been established for un~
authorized riding of a freight trainm, 50x1

10, The condition of the rolling steok for hauling sarge 1s better than the passenger R
equipment and censiderable effcrt is being made to further improve the duality and quanti
ty of the fermer, The majority of the freight cars used to be of the two-axle type, but
due to the sonsentraticm of predustion on the four-axle type, the latter are probably
more mumercus than the former, The basic types of rolling stosk for transporting cargo

lare as Pollowss

Freight car (vagon) ~ This 1s a olosed freight oar; the two-axle type is usually capable
of bauling 16 te 20 tons of cargo and the four-axle type can haul
50 tons. Thls type of car 1s sometimes used as & oattle car, and
in such cases alr holes are opsned in the car for ventilation.

Flat car (platform) - This is an open flat car; the two-axle types can carry 16 to 20
‘ tons and the four-exle type carries 50 tons. This type 13 also
used as a cattle osar and suoh cases glats end a roof are son~

gtructed for protesting the llvestodk.

Gondola (gondola) =~ This 13 an open frelight car which 1s used in the transperting of
ggr%o ggm% as coal, Thie typs car has four axles and can carry
50 to D8 o

Tank oars (tsletern) Thls is used for transporting petroleum produsts apd liquid fuels
and has elthar two or fuvur axles, capable of carrying twenty or
forty tone respastlvely.

Rafrigera'tw sar = 1 thizk that this eer is beth the two and four~axle hypa, capable
(¥holodllnik) of sarrying 20, 40, and 50 tona,

1le With regard to the organizaticn ¢f the trelns, I am not familier with ary rules governing
the physiqal arrengement of sars, I de know ﬁwb erierelly ‘the fraight cars ocarrying
the more valuable and fraglle csre are placed in the middle of the trains where the
awa.y:hni is less pronounced than eon the ends of the train, Thise type of saxge would ine
olude Instruments, machlnery and engines, Passengsr cars ere generally hauJed inm se=
parate trains and sre not dnoluded frelght traine, There il snother gesneral practics
of a similer nature established fer tank oars. The tank ocars are usually hauled in se=-
parate trains snd are not mingled with other types of frelght cars, There ers usually
about £if'ty oara per trein,

12 The majerity of all types of rolling otook bave air brakes (kezantsev) and slso a
Weatilnghouss brake, 1 heard thet the Westiaghcuse brake was urreliable as it didn't
‘brake steadlly and tended to damage the wheels, I havenr!t seen this type of brake sings
the end of World War II. I saw soms mechanisel brakes on emall cars, tut all of the
larger frelght ears are squippsd with airbrakes,

13. Thers are frequent breakdowns in the operatlon of the trains in the USSR. 7This is prinsl
pally due to the extremsly heavy leads that the trains are obliged to haul. The heavy
tonnage oauses & rapld deterloration of rolling stook and track with resultent Aiarup-
ticns of mervice., The most frequent dlaruptions in operationa coaur as a resilt of cars
leaving the trasks due to the unevan ocondlilon of the roadbeds. In the regiens nerth of
Saratov another majer ocavae of assldents 1 the heavy enowfalls recelved in those reglens
qwa ma Jor railroad asoldenta which coourred and were then :ngvpre%ed from the
NeWH o the Summer or Spring of 1350 an asaldsnt happsned near Pushkine (fermerly - -
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Urbdkh) when a train of cars parted from the locomotive near the top of a hill,

The fréight cars ran away and leaped the track in a rallread statlon. All of the
freight and the 10 or 15 cars invelved were a total less. In the winter of 1949-1950
there was an unusually heavy snowfall in the area around Astrakhan., A passenger train
was stranded in the snow drifts and a loss of 100 lives occurred. No mentiorn »f this
disaster was ever printed in the newspapers. S0X1

‘in the Soviet Zone of Germany I saw no Soviet rolling stock in that

ares, nor have I ever seen any German rolling stock in the USSKR. I suspected that a
German plant nesr Leipzig was predusing rolling stock for the Soviets, but I am not
certain, As far as I know all Soviet trains are unloaded at the Soviet border and

the carge reloaded on trains of Eurepean gauge.

The only plants-which I know to be engaged in the producilon of rolling siteock for the
railreoads are the Leningrad Railreed Car Building Plant i/n Egorev and the Bryansk
Car Building Plant. I know nothing about the volumes of production of these plants.

- end -
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